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Dated at Bethesda. Md. this 17th day of
October 1979.

Robed M. Lazo, -

Acting Chairman, AtoniicSafely and
LicensutgBoard PaneL

IFR Oc7-3 Fed' t-&- am)
BILUNG CODE 75B041-N

[Docket No. 50-1331

Pacific Gas A Electric Co (Humboldt
Bay Power Plant, Unit No. 3), Facility
Operating License No. DPR-7;
Reconstitutlon of Board

Edward Luton. Esq., was Chairman of
the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
for the above proceeding. Mr. Luton has
transferred to another federal agency.

Accordingly, Robert M. Lazo, Esq.
whose address is Atomic Safety and
Licenising Board Panel. U.S.'Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, Washington.
D.C. 20555, is appointed Chairman of
this Board. Reconstitution of the Board
in this manner is inaccordance with
§ 2.721 of the Commission's rules of
practice, as amended.

Dated at Bethesda, Md.. this 17th day of
October 1979.
Robert M. Lazo,
Acting Chairman, Atomic Safety and
Licensing BoadPanel.
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Planning Basis for Emergency
Responses to Nuclear Power Reactor
Accidents
AGENCY: Nuclear Regulatory -

Commission.
ACTION. NRC Policy Statement

Purpose

This is a statement of policy with
regard to an Environmental Protection
Agency tEPA) and Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) task force report on
guidance for use in state and local
radiological emergency response plans
at nuclear power plants.
Background

The NRC received a request from the
Conference of Radiation Control
Program Directors, an organization of
State officials, to "make a determination
of the most servere accident basis for
which radiological emergency response
plans should be developed by offsite
agencies." In response, an EPA and NRC
task force was established which
prepared a report entitled "Planning
Basis for the Development of State and
Local Government Radiological
Emergency Response Plans in Support of
Light Water Nuclear Power Plants,"

NUREG-0396, EPA 520/1-78-016. dated
December 1978. Single copies of the
report can be obtained by writing to the
Director, Division of Technical
information and Document Control,
Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Washington. D.C. 20555. The task force
report was published for public
comment m the Federal Register on
December 15,1978 and the comment
period was extended to May 15, 1979 to
allow additional comments resulting
from the accident at Three Mile Island.
A synopsis of.the comments received
and the task force consideration of these
comments is available from the
Assistant Director for Emergency
Preparedness. Office of State Programs.
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
Washington. D.C. 20555.
Planning Basis

The major xecommendation of the
report is that two Emergency Planning
Zones (EPZs) should be established
around light water nuclear power plants.
The EPZ for airborne exposure has a
radius of about 10 miles; the EPZ for
contaminated food has a radius of about
50 miles. Predetermned protective
action plans are needed for the EPZs.
The exact size and shape of each EPZ
will be decided by emergency planning
officials after they consider the specific
conditions at each site. These distances
are considered large enough to provide a
response base which would support
activity outside the planning zone
should this ever be needed.

The report also provides planning
basis guidance m the form of a range of
time values in which emergency
response officials should be prepared to
implement protective action. The report
indicates that, depending on such
factors as the specific sequence of
events during an accident which results
in the release of radioactivity to the
atmoshpere and the prevailing
meteorological conditions, protective
action may be required from perhaps
one-half hour to one day after the
intiation of the accident. Development
and periodic testing of procedures for
rapid notification of emergency
response officials is encouraged, since
the time available for action is strongly
affected by the time consumed in
notification.

The chemical and physical
characteristics of those radionuclides
which contribute most significantly to
human exposure are presented.

NRC Policy
NRC concurs in and endorses for use

the guidance contained m the task force
report. in endorsing this guidance, the
Commission recognizes that it is

appropriate and prudent for emergency
planning guidance to take into
consideration the principal
characteristics (such as nuclides
released and distances likely'to be
Involved) of a spectrum of design basis
and core melt accidents. While the
Commission recognizes that the-
guidance may have significant response
impacts for many local jurisdictions. it
believes that implementation of the
guidance is nevetheless needed to
improve emergency response planning
and preparedness around nuclear power
reactors.

The Commission is direction its staff
to mcorporate the planning basis
guidance into existing documents used
in the evaluation of state an local
emergency response plans to the extent
practicable. The NRC has recently
publishec'and Advance Notice of
Prop.sed Rulemaking concening
additional regulations on emergency
plans, 44 FR 41484. Tuesday, July 17,
1979. Additional guidance will be
provided following this rulemaking. This
additional guidance can be expected to
consider how local conditions such as
demography, land use, and meteorology
can influence the size an shape of the
EPZs and to address otherissues, such -
as evacuation planning.

Specific implementation dates for full
implementation of the task force
recommendations and any others that
are developed will be established as
part of the ongoing rulemaking effort.
The Commission also expects the staff
to assist state and local governments in
improving their emergency response
capabilities at existing sites in the
immediate future.

Dated at WashIngton. D.C. this 18th day of
October1979.

For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
Samuel 1. Chlk.
Secretary of the Comnussfon.
Iil D Oc 79-238 Mied iO--7 &45 a4
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Topical Report; Notice of issuance and
Availability

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission
staff has released a topical report on the
characteristics of lightning flashes. The
report was prepared by the National
Hurricane and Experimental
Meteorology Laboratory of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration for the NRC.

The report. NUREGICR-1024, -An
Initial Assessment of Flash.Density and
Peak Current Characteristics of
Lightning Flashes to Ground in South
Florida," presents Information
concerning the frequencyand intensity
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